Pediatric Hodgkin's disease in India.
Twenty-one percent of all Hodgkin's disease in India was seen in the pediatric age groups at the Tata Memorial Hospital (Bombay, India). From 1975 to 1982, 151 cases of children were reviewed. The youngest presentation was at 3 years in three patients, with a marked male: female ratio of 5.5:1. Twenty-six patients were previously treated before referral while the remaining 125 cases were investigated and treated according to the prevalent protocols in 1975 to 1978 and 1979 to 1982. Clinical staging revealed 54% of patients in stages I and II with symptoms in 20%, and 46% of patients in stages III and IV with symptoms in 67%. Staging laparotomy was performed in 27 patients, with a total changes of staging in 17 children (63%). The mixed cell types (46%) and lymphocytic predominant types (31%) were the most common histologic presentations. Nine percent nodular sclerosis and 9% lymphocytic-depleted varieties were also observed. Five percent of all cases were not classifiable. Minimum adequate treatment was completed in 87 cases. Comparisons were made between the treatments administered to 40 patients during the initial period 1975 to 1978 when individualized treatment was administered, and the later 47 patients during the 1979 to 1982 period, when chemotherapy was the mainstay of treatment with involved field radiation.